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“The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tuis Theatre was fashionably attended yesterday evening; the pieces 

were Vorma, and Charles the Twelfth. 
HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Tue Comedy of A Cure for the Heart Ache was performed here last 
night by desire. After which, the third act of Hamlet was played to en- 
able Master George Webster, an exceedingly clever boy, to appear as 
the Danish Prince. Suzanne, and The Boarding School, made up the 
evening’s amusements; they were for the Benefit of Mr. Frederick 
Webster and Master George Webster. There are several novelties in 
preparation at this Theatre besides the Christmas one. 

The Drury Lane Pantomime, to be produced on Monday next, and 
called Harlequin and Duke Humphrey's Dinner, or Jack Cade, the 
Lord of London Stone, is founded on the old proverb, “ To Dine with. 
Duke Humphrey.” “ How many a popular saying has been for years of 
every-day use, and in almost every person’s mouth, while its real origin 
has either been lost in the dust of ages, or rendered uncertain by the con- 
flicting statements of Rival Antiquaries. Who has not at some time or 
other been charged with dining with Duke Humphrey? or at least has 
heard of one of his acquaintance having done so; and yet who can tell 
in “ what dining with Duke Humphrey really consists—or under what 
circumstances the good Duke,” as he was called, gave rise to the saying.— 
As far back as the time of Old Fuller, the enquiry was a subject of in- 
terest. The wits of that day insisted that “ dining with Duke Humphrey” 
implied walking during dinner-time in the body of St. Paul’s Cathedral, 
because—argued they—the Duke was buried there—which, pithily re- 
marks Old Fuller, is as far from the truth as they from the dinner, even 
twenty miles off—he being buried at St. Albans.—-The inhabitants of St. 
Albans, in their turn asserted that the saying had its origin in the acci« 
dental circumstance of a visitor in the last century having been shut up in 
the Abbey of that town, where the remains of Duke Humphrey, so re- 
nowned for his hospitality and good cheer, are really deposited, while a 
party of his friends who came down to that ancient and loyal borough were 
enjoying the hospitalities of the Landlord of the White Hart. The Ox- 
onians, on the contrary, affirm that the proverb arose from the circum- 
stance of the Bodleian Library having been founded by Duke Humphrey, 
and the factthat poor scholars, with whom funds ran low, were accustomed 
to remain in the Library during the hour of dinner, at which time it was 
usually shut, feasting their minds in lieu of their bodies. All of these 
accounts, though highly ingenious, are very far from the truth. To “dine 
with Duke Humphrey” no doubt signifies to fast—but the particular cire 
cumstances which led to thisconclusion have hitherto been really unknown, 
and might have remained so but for the discovery of a worm eaten roll 
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among some mouldering documents in the Record Office, with which the 
author of this Pantomime has been exclusively favoured, and with the in- 
formation drawn from which he has now great pleasure in presenting 
the public. Those historical details which have furnished the ground-- 








work of the present Pantoniime, and which indisputably relate to this in-? 


teresting event, effectually set the question at rest for ever, and it will no 
longer be suspicious to be seen lounging on any of the benches of St. 
James’s Park between the hours of three and six, as it now certainly is— 
but persons may at their pleasure take their perambulations there without 
any fear of being considered “ IMPRANSI.”—Ezetract from the Pro- 
gramme of the Pantomime. 


Fashionable Lounges. 
‘To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—lI have to mention that [ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
aad the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town .— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
sect House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Industrious Fleas. They 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

You may talk of eye snuff, but after having the head-ache for a year, popped 
into Perrine’s, 85, Strand. got one of his superb Beavers, so light lost the head- 
ache in a minute—Mrs.P. instantly purchased a lot of his fashioaable Beaver Bonnets 
elegant and quite the éon—must patronize PERRING. 

Wednesday, called upon Messrs. Cocks & Co. Her Majesty’s musicsellers, 20, 
Princes-street, Hanover-square—found they had just published a musical present, 
Hiandel’s “* Messiah,” composed in the year 1741.—with the vocal parts complete, 
aud most of the instrumental parts, (including those added by Mozart,) contained 
in an accompaniment for the Pianoforte or Organ, newly arranged by John Bishop, 
in one elegant volume, folio size, whole cloth boards, price only 15s. Of whom may 
be had gratis and postage free alist of musical works admirably calculated for 
presents or for musical students. 

Intend paying another visit to the THAMES TUNNEL as it will be shortly closed 
to the public, in order to make the necessary preparations for opening it as a 
thoroughfare for foot passengers. It is open daily, (Sunday excepted) from 9 in 

he morning until 6 in the evening, and brilliantly lighted with gas. The length 
of the Tunnel now is 1,180 feet, and the present entrance is on the Surrey side 
of the river, close to Rotherhithe Church. 

Must visit Durr and Hopvcson, 65, Oxford-street, to purchase a variety of new 
Songs which they have just published—* I would I were a boy again,” sung by M. 
Giubilei. ‘ Moderate Terms” comp. & sung by J. Parry, jun. “Sweet Queen of 
the Night,” sung by Mrs. Waylett, &c. &c.—most beautiful compositions. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden,— quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saiurday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Afterwards called at EmmMetr’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute! also his im- 





proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their _ 


heedies with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fieet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices—de« 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 7 

Saturday, I examine Miss Lixwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art. But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your's, &.—PAUL PRY. 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


On Monday Evening, this Theatre will Open with the Play of The 


Waierchant of Venice. 


From the Text of Shakspeare. 

The Duke of Venice, MrG. BENNETT, Antonio, Mr PHELPS, 
Bassanio, Mr ANDERSON, Lorenzo, Mr ELTON, 
Gratiano, Mr HUDSON, from the T. R. Dnblin, his Ist appearance. 
Salarino, MrMARSTON, Salanio, MrSELBY, Salerio,. MrLYNNE, 
Shylock, Mr MACREADY, 

Tubal, Mr WALDRON, Launcelot Gobbo, Mr COMPTON, 
Old Gobbo, MrW. BENNETT, — Clerk of theCourt, MrBENDER, 
Portia, Mrs WARNER,  Nerissa, Mrs KEELEY, 
Principal Minstrels of Portia ......... Miss POOLE and Miss GOULD, 
Jessica, Miss E. PHILLIPS. 


GOD SAVE THE QUEEN 
Will be sung previously to the Play by Messrs. H. Phillips, Giubilei, Allen, J. 
Reeve, &c. Mesdames Romer, Poole, Gould, Serle, Turpin, &c. 
After which, (First Time) will be produced a New Grand, Epicurean, 
and Gastronomical, Comic Christmas Pantomime, called 


HARLEQUIN, 4»> 


DukeHumphrey’s Dinner 
JACK CADE, 


THE LORD OF LONDON STON 
“ To Dine with Duke Humphrey.”—Old Proverb. E ; 
The Overiure and Music, composed by Mr, Blewitt. The Seenery, by Mr. Danson. 
The Machinery, by Mr.Sloman. The Dresses, by Mr. Smythers. 
The Decorations, by Mr.Hall. The whole composed § arranged by Mr. YOUNGE. 
Scene the First. PUDDING PALACE, 

The abode of GOODCHEER, in the Regions of Merriment. 
Goodcheer, Mr Hughes. Merriment, Mr Seivier, Conductor, M. Batonbeat. 
Scene the Second. THE REALMS OF MISCHIEF. 
Mischief,’ Mr Yarnold, Sir Lionel Breakspeare, Mr J. F. Smith. 

Scene the Third. CANNON STREET in 1450. 

From which is seen the Tower of London, and buildings surrounding London Stone, 

Jack Cade of Asford, Mr C. J. Smith, Bevis, Mr Paulo, 
Arrival of theRebels—Attack on the Tavern, ¢ Murder of Sir HumphreySta frord, &e. 
Scene the Fourth, STARVATION HALL, — 
As seen from the Court of the Silver Lions with a view of the College of Eat-on. 
Sir Lazarus Skelton, Mr Howell, Shadow Skelton, Mr Stilt, 
SpiderlegsHerringbone,MrGrimani, Humprey Duke of Glo’ster, MrC. Montgomery. 
The Lady Joan. Miss Frood. , 
Scene the Fifth. Zhe Castle of Duke Humphrey, 
In the centre of Red Lion Square. 
Grand Gourmandie Procession. 
Scene the Sixth THE BANQUET CHAMBER, 
Prepared for the Guests who come to Dine with Duke Hamphrey. 
The Disappointment—appearance of Goodcheer, surrounded by his Magic Feast. 
The Christmas Fare, Provided, 

Harlequin, Mr C. J.SMITH, Columbine, Miss FROOD, 
Jack-a-dandy......... Mr STILT, Pantaioon......... Mr HOWELL, 
Clown, Mr C. MONTGOMERY. 

Scene the Seventh. tuined Inn at Hayward’s Heath, 

Scene &8.— Haunted Stables, attached to the Inn, by Moonlight and Lanthorn 
Light. 9.—Shut-up Linen Draper’s Shop in Regent-street, with preparations 
to Open ina Large way of Business. 10.—Pariiament House—a Large Ware- 
house in the Cabinet Line. 11.—Polytechnic Institution, Gallery of Practical 
Science and County Jail. 12.—Part of Mincing Lane in the City, with prepa- 
tion for laving the Wooden Pavement. 13.—Master Humphrey’s Clock, Dock 
Yards at Woolwich, with Preparations for a Happy Voyage. 








Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 








On Monday Evening, Colley Cibberls Comedy of 


SHE WOULD 
She Would Not. 


Don Manuel, Mr W. FARREN, 
eg ee eet re .»+. Mr COOPER, 
Don Octavio, Mr WALTER LACY, 
DonLewis, MrBRINDAL, Trappanti, MrHARLEY, 
Soto, Mr MEADOWS, 

Corrigidore, Mr COLLETT, Host, Mr 8S. SMITH, 
Alguazile, MrHUGHES, Sancho, MrAYLIFFE, 


Jasper, Mr IRELAND, Butler, Mr HEATH, 
Post Boy, Mr KERRIDGE, 
BEFPON tA, scccccseceesenseesc . Mrs NISBETT, 


Flora, Mrs WALTER LACY, 
Rosara, MissCOOPER, Viletta, Mrs ORGER. 








After wiach, (First Time) a New Romantic, Herovical, Legendary, Comic, 
Christmas Pantenina, called 


G U Y. 
Earl of Warwick 


HARLEQUIN 


AND THE 


DUN COW. 


The Overture and Music composed by Mr. R. Hughes. Scenery, by Messrs. Grieve. 
Dresses, by Miss Glover, Sc. Mechanical Changes, §c. by Mr. W. Bradwell. 
Machinery, by Mr. Sloman. The Pantomime produced by Mr. R. HONNER: 
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